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I.

In
ntroduction

The 3rd session off the Commiittee on Sociial Developm
ment was heeld in Bangko
ok, Thailand
d,
from 18-20 Augu
ust 2014.
A questionnaire assessing
a
the relevance, efficiency aand effectiveness of the
Comm
mittee sessio
on was distributed to deelegates of E SCAP memb
bers and asssociate
mem
mbers. The total number of
o submitted
d individual questionnaiires was 30. The overall
respo
onse rate is therefore 50%
% (N=30/60). The presen
nt assessmen
nt was prepared on the
basis of these queestionnaire responses.
r
In lin
ne with the secretariat’s efforts
e
to red
duce the usee of paper an
nd move tow
wards paper
smart meetings, an
a online veersion of the questionnaiire was offerred alongsid
de the
tradittional paperr version.
The main
m
purposse of this asssessment is to support th
he secretariaat’s ongoing efforts to
impro
ove its serviicing of Com
mmittee sessiions.
II. Attendance
A
The Committee
C
session
s
was attended
a
by 37% (N=23/
/62) of ESCA
AP members and
Committee ssession was
assocciate membeers, with a to
otal number of 60 particiipants. The C
also attended
a
by 48 participa
ants from oth
her entities.
ded by officiaals from the respective C
Capital (52%
%,
Moree than half off delegations were head
N=12
2/23)—one of
o which at ministerial
m
leevel (8%) — whereas thee remaining 48%
(N=11/23) were represented
r
through theeir embassiees in Bangko
ok.
In 200
08, the Com
mmittee saw the
t attendan
nce of 40% off the membeers and associate
d at 37% in 22013. This
mem
mbers, a number that decreased to 37
7% in 2010, aand remained
indicates a trend of slightly decreasing
d
atttendance off members aand associatee members.

Comm
ments proviided by participants to CSD3
C
includ ed the suggeestion to exp
plore ways o
of
encou
uraging morre participation and eng
gagement fro
om governm
ments, in partticular from
LLDC
Cs, LDCs an
nd SIDS.

III. Relevance
R
off the session
n
Respondents ove
erwhelming
gly felt that the
t session w
was relevan
nt to the needs of the
regio
on. As presen
nted with th
he aggregate ratings1 in T
Table 1, therre was high aagreement
amon
ng respondents that the agenda item
ms reflected tthe thematicc focus of thee third
sessio
on of the Committee on Social Deveelopment (888), the focus having been
n on
inequ
ualities in the Asia-Pacific region, including gen
nder inequaliity. Respond
dents also
largely agreed th
hat the agend
da items reflected the so
ocial develop
pment trendss and issues
of thee Asian and Pacific regio
on (86), and that they ad
ddressed thee needs and p
priorities of
their respective countries
c
(81
1).
Table
e1

EVALUATE
E
ED STATEM
MENT

SCO
ORE (0-100)

The agenda item
ms reflected the thematicc focus of thee third
session of the Committee on
n Social Dev
velopment, b
being
nder
ineq
qualities in th
he Asia-Paciific region, in
ncluding gen
ineq
quality.

88

The agenda item
ms reflected the social deevelopment
tren
nds/issues off the Asian and
a Pacific region.
r

86

The agenda item
ms addressed
d the needs and
a prioritiees of my
coun
ntry/territorry.

81

r
on the relevancce of the sesssion the majority of
According to the comments received
goverrnment partticipants con
nsidered the conference tto be highly
y relevant an
nd useful,
particcularly with
h respect to preparations
p
s for the ‘Asiian and Pacific Conferen
nce on
Gend
der Equality and Women
n’s Empoweerment: Beijin
ng+20 Revieew’ (17-20 N
November
2015))

1

The scores presenteed in this reporrt are indices caalculated accorrding to the beelow formula, ((actual value off
gregated respon
nses - minimum
m value of all aggregated
a
ressponses) / (maxximum value oof all aggregateed
all agg
respon
nses - minimum
m value of all aggregated reesponses). Thiss allows transfoorming a raw vvariable, e. g. xx,
into a unit-free index
x between 0 an
nd 1, and for the different indiices to be addeed together. Miin (x) and max
d highest valuees the variable x can attain, reespectively.
(x) aree the lowest and
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IV. Effectiveness of the session
Overall, as can be seen from Table 2, respondents found the session to have been very
effective in identifying priority areas and emerging issues in the Asia-Pacific region
in relation to inequalities, including gender inequality (85), in promoting dialogue on
regional and subregional approaches (84), and in promoting a collaborative approach to
addressing the challenge of rising inequalities (83). The session documents were found
to be of high quality, concise, and stating the issues clearly (87).
Furthermore, respondents also found the session to be very effective in achieving its
four objectives, i. e.: reviewing social development trends and challenges in the context
of a development agenda beyond 2015, with particular focus on rising inequalities (85);
serving as a preparatory body for the “Asian and Pacific Conference on Gender Equality
and Women’s Empowerment: Beijing +20 Review”(85); providing feedback on the zero
draft of the outcome document for the Beijing +20 Review Conference (17-20 November
2014) (86); and considering the secretariat’s planned outputs for the 2016-2017 work
programme (85).
Table 2

EVALUATED STATEMENT

SCORE (0-100)

The Committee session effectively identified priority areas
and emerging issues in the Asia-Pacific region in relation to
inequalities, including gender inequality.

85

The Committee session successfully promoted dialogue on
regional and subregional approaches to addressing the
challenge of rising inequalities, including gender inequality.

84

The Committee session effectively promoted a collaborative
approach to addressing the challenge of rising inequalities,
including gender inequality, at the regional and subregional
levels.

83

The session documents were of high quality, concise, and
clearly state the issues.

87

The Committee session effectively reviewed social
development trends and challenges in the context of a
development agenda beyond 2015, with particular focus on
rising inequalities.

85

The Committee session effectively served as a preparatory
body for the “Asian and Pacific Conference on Gender
Equality and Women’s Empowerment: Beijing+20 Review”.

85

The Committee session effectively provided feedback on
the zero draft of the outcome document for the Beijing+20
Review Conference (17-20 November 2014).

86
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The Committee session effectively considered the
secretariat’s planned outputs for the 2016-2017 work
programme.

85

With regard to the effectiveness of the session, comments from government delegations
indicated that the meeting was very effective. Some comments highlighted the need to
circulate the zero draft outcome document earlier and to engage government
delegations more fully in sessions.
V. Efficiency of the organizational aspects of the session
The efficiency of the organizational aspects of the Committee session was rated
exceedingly positively, as shown in Table 3. In particular, respondents felt that the time
available for the discussion of applicable agenda items during the meeting was adequate
(90), and that the secretariat’s servicing of the session was efficient (89). Respondents
also indicated that the organization of work prior and in between the Committee
session’s agenda items enabled the session to proceed efficiently (88), and that the
communications from the secretariat to the member States on the preparations for the
session were effective (86).
Table 3

EVALUATED STATEMENT

SCORE (0-100)

The time available for discussion of applicable agenda items
during the meeting was adequate.

90

The servicing of the meeting by the secretariat was efficient.

89

The communications from the secretariat to the member
States on the preparations for the meeting were effective.

86

The organization of work prior and in between the
Committee session’s agenda items enabled the session to
proceed efficiently.

88

According to comments received, the majority of government participants considered
the conference to be efficient and successful. Some delegations noted that it would be
helpful to reflect changes to the zero draft document on screen.
VI. Highlights of the Committee session and aspects that could have been enhanced
According to respondents, the highlights of the Committee session were the excellent
moderation, the interactive and accommodating discussion, the efficient review and
consensus, and the fact that the session was attended by a core of member State and civil
society representatives.
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Respondents felt that the session could have been benefited from greater sharing of
experiences and best practices from country specific, individual and other relevant
organizations; solicitation of responses and negotiation on the floor; and greater
participation of governments.

VII. Conclusion
Overall, in conclusion, responding delegates felt that the 3rd session of the Committee on
Social Development was highly successful.
To summarize the main trends highlighted above, the session was overwhelmingly seen
as relevant to the needs of the region, and effective at promoting dialogue and
collaboration. The moderation and ensuing interactive discussion were noted very
positively. The session documents were found to be of particularly high quality and
clarity. The efficiency of the session received exceedingly high ratings, in particular the
time available for discussion of applicable agenda items during the meeting, and the
servicing of the session by the secretariat.
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